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THE LANCET.

London, Saturday, September 27, 1828.

THE LONDON UNIVERSITY.

WE should have rejoiced to announce the

opening of the New Medical School in the
London University, which is to take place
on Wednesday next, as an event likely to be
marked by some indications of an acquies-
cence in sound and enlightened principles
on the part of those, who at present possess
the power of regulating’ the system of

Medical Education in this country, and oj

prescribing the conditions upon which stu-
dents are permitted to become candidates
for the privilege of practising their profes-
sion. The Council of the London Univer-

sity have had duties of no ordinary difficulty
to discharge. We believe that no efforts

have been wanting on the part of that body,
to obtain from the Council of the College of

Surgeons some relaxation of those impolitic
and mischievous provisions, by which the
interests of the whole profession are sacri-
ficed for the sake of perpetuating a cor-

rupt system ; but it is not surprising, that
efforts which have been backed by no other
authority than that of reason, should have
fniled to make any impression on the surgi-
cal oligarchy in Lincoln’s Inn Fields.

Reason, public expediency, respect for

justice or public opinion-these are con-

siderations of small weight with men, who
seem to regard the power they possess in

no other light than as an instrument for

extracting money from the pockets of the
profession, and transferring it to their own,
The palms of these persons are ever on the

alert, but reason can find no access to their

understandings. As far as any concessions
from the Council of the College of Surgeons
are concerned. the New Medical School

therefore, starts with no greater advantages
than those possessed by any private esta-
blishment, conducted by teachers of acknow

ledged ability. Of such teachers the Lon-

don University possesses a fair propottion,
and it is to be presumed that those gentle.
men, whose names are but little known in
this part of the kingdom, have not been
elected without satisfactory evidence of

their competency to discharge with efficiency
the duties which will devolve upon them.

The Lectures on Surgery, as well as those
on Physiology, will be delivered by Mr.
CHARLES BELL, whose merits, as a pro-
found and ingenious physiologist and anato-
mist, are acknowledged even by those, who
have an interest iu suppressing them,

namely, the foreigners who have appropri-
ated some of his discoveries. Dr. DAVIS

lectures on midwifery and the diseases of
women and children ; and Dr. A. T, Tnox’
sorr on Materia Medica and Pharmacy.
These gentlemen are well known to be

fully qualified for the situations to which

they have been elected; and of Mr. BENNETT,
to whom the dissections and demonstrations

are assigned, we believe it is generally
acknowledged, that, for a clear and felicitous
method of explaining the anatomy and phy.
siology of the different parts of the body,
he yields to no teacher in any public or
private establishment of this or any other

country. Mr. PATTisox, the Professor of

Anatomy, and Operative Surgery, Dr. Co-
NOLLy, who lectures on the nature and treat.

ment of diseases, and some other lecturers
on branches collateral to medical and sur.

gical science, are, in this country at least,
untried men ; but if the talent which may
be presumed to have led to the ekttien of
these gentlemen, be set against the tried

mediocrity of those, who- fill similar situa-
tions in some other schools, this circum-
stance can hardly be regarded as disadvn-

tageous to the New Institution.

> But, though the medical classes in the
, London University are likely to be as well
5 instructed as those of any other establish.

ment, whether public or private, there are
other circumstances which are likely to
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affect, for a time, the prosperity of the new
institution. The indisposition of the Coun-
cil of the College of Surgeons to make any
abatement of illiberaiity, is not the only
difficulty which the medical department of
the New University has to contend with.
The Scotch Universities have refused to re-

cognise the certificates of the professors at
the London University, on the ground that
the new establishment possesses no royal
charter ; and this refusal will have the effect 

of taking from the new medical school, all, 
or most, of those English and Irish students,
who may be desirous of graduating in the
Scotch Universities. ft is the auri sacra

fames, the hunger after pelf, which has in-
duced the Scotch Universities to avow their

determination of refusing the certificates of
the London University, as the Council in

Lincoln’s Inn Fields has been influenced by
the same unworthy motive, in declaring four
years’ Hospital attendance on our provin.
cial hospitals to be equivalent only to six
months’ attendance in a London hospital,
although the facilities for acquiring know-

ledge may be, and for the most part are, far

greater in the former than in the latter.

But the certificate system is itself the root

of the evil ; and medical education can never
be much improved in this country, while so
absurd and uncertain a test of qualification
is admitted, as that which is furnished by
the mere possession of certificates, which
certificates are, in fact, no more than ac-

knowledgments of so much money had and
received by professors, whose interest it is
to grant such acknowledgments to all that

can pay for them, and in no case to inquire
whether the party who pays has received

an equivalent in instruction. In a great num-
ber of instances, wherein certificates of

diligent attendance on courses of sur-ery
and anatomy have been granted in this

country, the professors signing such certifi-
cates, would be unable to swear in a court

of justice whether they had ever seen the
individuals to whose diligence they have

borne written testimony. We have our-
selves stated before the Parliamentary Com-
mittee on Anatomy, if we may be permitted
to allude, in our character of journalists, to
the evidence which we gave in our indivi-

dual capacity, an instance from which some
conclusions may be drawn as to the general
value of certificates of attendance on

courses of lectures. Such certificates prove

nothing but the fact of a certain sum of

money having been received by the lec-

turer, and can never be relied upon as evi-

dence of the pupil’s diligence, or even of
his presence at a course of lectures. The

only certain test of qualification is, as we

have repeatedly urged, a searching, bond
fide examination, without reference to the
time during which, or the place where, the
candidate for a medical degree may have
obtained his information. The London

University is constrained, for the present,
to acquiesce in the existing system ; but it
has already felt the baneful influence of

that system, and the time, we trust, is not

far distant when it will have the power, as

we feel assured it has the disposition, to co-

operate with effect in such measures as

may lead to a reform of medical abuses.

Besides the disadvantages which the me-
dical department of the London University
has to contend with, from its dependence
en the Council of the College of Surgeons,
and on the Scotch Universities, there is n

further inconvenience, which is, however,
one that is promised to be speedily reme-
died, resulting from its want of the means
of giving clinical instruction within or near
the establishment. Hence its alliance, for

temporary purposes, with the Middlesex

Hospital ; an alliance, which, if it were at all

likely to be permanent or cordial, we should
be disposed to regard as peculiarly inauspi-
cious. The vital principle of a voung and

vigorous establishment would be destroyed
by an amalgamation with the old leaven

of corruption. The crueltv ascribed by the
pcet to Mezentius would be a type of the
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bad policy of the Council of the University,
if they attempted to effect an unnatural

coalition between the rottenness of the old

establishments, and the health and vitality
which should belong to a purer system,
Mortua quinetiam jungebat corpora vivis.
But the Council have announced their

confident expectation, that they will soon
be enabled to establish a hospital of their
own. This is an object of great importance
to the students who may resort to the Lon-

den University for the sake of medical

instruction; and;upon its speedy accomplish-
ment, and the consequent dissolution of the
connexion between the University and the

Middlesex Hospital will depend, in a great
measure, the prosperity of the New Medi-
cal School. The foundation of such a hos-

pital will not only advance the interests of
the new establishment, as a school of medi-

cine, but it will afford the Council an oppor-
tunity of showing upon what principles an
institution for the relief of the destitute

sick ought to be conducted. At present, it

may be truly said, that there is not a single
hospital in London, which is not, more

or less, converted into a theatre for jobbing,
corruption, and intrigue; and of which the
funds are not, in a greater or less degree
gree, diverted from the charitable objects to
which the founders intended that they
should be appropriated. As the arrange-
ment which has been entered into with the

Middlesex Hospital by the Council of the

University is only temporary, we shall

merely advert to the inconvenience which
the students are likely to sustain, from the
distance between the hospital and Gower
Street, as a circumstance furnishing’ the
Council with an additional motive for de.

ferring to as short a period as possible the
adoption of such measures, as may render
the University wholly independent of any
other establishment.
We have now fairly stated the circum-

stances under which the New School starts,

and the parents or friends of youth de-

signed for the medical profession will

judge for themselves of the expediency of
entering them, on the first of October, at
the London University. Circumstances

may, and probably will, for a time, retard
the benefits, which, under more favourable

auspices, might have been expected to

arise from the new establishment, but we

are inclined to think that there is a principle
of energy in that establishment, which will

finally surmount all obstacles, and triumph
over all opposition. The professors start,
it is true, under some disadvantages, but
they enter upon their labours, be it remem-
bered, with the consciousness that the eyes
of the public are upon them, and with the
conviction that it is only by an able and
zealous discharge of their duties, that the
voice of obloquy can be silenced, and the
claims of talent and integrity to the public
approbation can be dispassionately appre.
ciated. We have never been among those

who were most sanguine in their anticipa-
tions of the great and sudden advantages to
be derived from the establishment of a

metropolitan University, and we have even
entertained some doubt, whether the de.

mand for general knowledge among those
classes by which such a University was

likely to be supported, was equivalent to
the projected supply. But, whatever might
be the amount of the demand for instruction

among those classes, it was admitted, on all
hands, that the existing supply was bad in

quality, and the design of diffusing the
benefits of knowledge was surely entitled

to the approbation of all men who were not
blinded by prejudices or tainted by the
more incurable disease of hypocrisy. The

spirit in which the scheme, and the promo.
tors of it, have been assailed by a portion of
the press, is indeed truly detestable; but the
slaves, who pander to prejudices in which
they are not honest enough to participate,
are scarce elevated enough in the scale of

living nuisances to be regarded as objects
of detestation. The dull ribaldry, and the
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vulgar obloquy, which have been cast upon
the new establishment, must defeat the

purposes of its calumniators in well-in-

formed and well-bred circles ; nor is there

any class of persons, we conceive, which

such garbage is calculated to please, except
perhaps, a few upstart Tories, or bloated

Aldermen, who, as they confound opulence
with rank in society, may likewise mistake
buffoonery for wit.
The expediency of supplying better in-

struction to the inhabitants of the metro.

polis than they have hitherto been able to
obtain, was the main principle on which
the project of a new University was founded;
and this principle has received the strongest
sanction from those who were upon another

ground, perhaps honestly, opposed to the
scheme, for they have imitated the example
of the first projectors, and embarked in a
similar undertaking. The plan of the King’s
College is, in all respects, save the introduc.
tion of a compulsory system of religious
instruction, wherein it is to be assimilated

to the Universities of Oxford and Cam-

bridge, a copy of that of the London Uni-
versity. The King’s College aspires to no

superior advantages, in respect to the power
of granting degrees, to those possessed by
the London University; a circumstance,
which was not publicly announced until

long after the scheme had been set afloat

and largely contributed to, and which was
even then announced in so modest and

retiring a paragraph, that the fact is perhaps
to this day unknown to many of the con-
tributors. The sole difference, then, between
the plan of the London University and that
of the King’s College is that, whereas the
former will not interfere with the religious
belief of the student, or prescribe the mode
in which he may best fulfil his religious
obligations, the latter will combine, with-its
course of studies, a compulsory system ofre-
ligious instruction. By a compulsory system
of religious instruction, we mean such a sys-
tem as is pursued in the L’niversitiesof agford

and Cambridge, where, if the student

neglect to attend chapel, and receive the
sacrament at stated periods-a course of

theology is not insisted upon-he is sub-

jected to certain penalties, not indeed of a

very severe description, but sufficiently
annoying, in a majority of instances, to en-
force conformity. One of the severest pu-
nishments inflicted for what is regarded in
many Colleges as one of the least venial irre.

gularities, namely, the omitting, from what-
ever motives, to receive the sacrament, is
that of beina put out of sizings and com2nmzs.
This phrase, being interpreted, means that
the delinquent cannot obtain his wonted

hot rolls at breakfast from the college but.
teries, and that he will be excluded for a
time from the common dining-table. The

consequence of this exclusion is, that he is

compelled to seek his dinner at a tavern in
the town, where he is sure to waste his

money and his time, and may, by possibi-
lity, impair his morals and his health ;
an ingenious contrivance for bringing a

thoughtless student with a pure and unde-
filed heart to the communion-table, and

reconciling him to a participation in the
Lord’s Supper! It would lead us beyond
the objects which fall more immediately
within the province of a medical journal to
pursue this topic, but we would put it to
the candour of those who have enjoyed the
supposed advantages of a compulsory sys.
tem of religious instruction at our Univer.
sities, to decide, whether such a system is
not calculated to generate an indifference,
rather than an increased reverence, for reli-

gious observances. Compel a man to listen
to a set form of words, on however sacred a

subject, fourteen times a week ; or, rather,

compel him to be present at the delivery of
i such a form of words-for neither law nor

religion can compel to an impossibility-
and indifference will be the mildest form of
complaint with which the patient will

escape from a performance of the obligation.

It is with the piety as with the learning of
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most of the young men who repair to our
Universities ; more, we fear, is carried thi-
ther, than is commonly brought back from
those venerable establishments.

The only point, then, wherein the plans
of the London University and the King’s
College differ, is a point in which men, of
whatever religious opinions, who reflect
dispassionately upon the subject, will pro-
bably be disposed to conclude, that the for-

mer institution has the advantage of the !,
latter. But we heartily wish success to

both establishments. The patrons of each

may, for a while, take opposite directions ;
but they are destined,we believe, like travel.
lers in a circle, to arrive at the same point.
Increase of knowledge is, we trust, the com- ,
mon objectofboth ; and increase of knowledge
will itself destroy the principle of intoler-
ance which has, perhaps, given birth to one
institution, but which the founders of that
institution vainly seek to perpetuate.

In consequence of certain communica-

tions which we have received from the

country, we deem it right to inform some

of our readers, that we are in no degree
responsible for the correctness or incorrect-
ness of any of the statements put forth at

this season of the year by the different

public and private teachers, who may select
our wrapper as a convenient medium of

advertising. We do not see the advertise-

ments, taken to our office, until after they
have been printed and published ; and, for
aught we know of the matter, Charles

Wright’s champagne may sparkle on the

same wrapper with the lustre of Hunt’s

matchless blacking and Dr. James John-
stone’s oath for the week, that he has sold
four Fasciculi. Credite posteri !

WHEN RODERICK MACLEOD published
some stanzas in his Excrescence, the week

after they appeared in THE LANCET, his

excuse for the awkward date was, that out

Correspondent’s verses had been sent to

the Excrescence at a time when its editor

was at the sea-side. On Saturday last, Sep-
tember the 20th, this ingenious person
announced to the medical world, that an

action had been brought at the Bristol

! Assizes, by a Mr. Luttrel, against Dr.
Davis ; recapitulated, with a masterly hand,

the evidence on the part of the plaintiff, aswell as that on the part of the defendant;
stated with admirable precision the verdict
of the jury, and retailed one or two obser-
vations on this trial, which appeared in THE
LANCET on Saturday, August tlae 30th. There
is nothing more unfavourable to the success.
ful exercise of the inventive faculty, than a
comparison of dates; and if the distance ofthe
editor of the Excrescence from the place of

publication is to increase in the ratio of the
interval after which our intelligence or our
articles are appropriated, the consistent

excuse for this last* feat of dexterity,
would be, that the editor was half seas

over. But Dogberry, whose spirit has de.
scended on the gentle RODERICK, may sup’
ply him with a more specious apology :-
" An two men ride upon one horse," saith that
subtle dialectician, "one if them must ride
behind."

SIMPLE in its primitive constitution, and
performing with scrupulous fidelity that

important function of a medical corpora-
tion-the examination of its members, the
Dublin College of Surgeons throve on the
innocence of its youth, and silently grew
into a sound and robust adolescence. With

the exception of a few ordinances, impolitic,
but well intended, a freedom from a complex
system of laws, and consequent exemption
from political intrigue, deprived it of all

temptation to abuse its confidential powers.
It aspired to no imperial attribute of reducing
one portion of the profession into a degraded
caste, as a profitable contrast to the other ;
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it required a compliance with no code of
education laws from its pupils; there was

equality among its licentiates, and a choice
of instructers conceded to its students.

Among its senior branches there was, there.

fore, little dissension, because there was no
domination ; and comparative content among 
its noviciates, because the means of ac- 

quiring knowledge were elective. Its temper,
however, has lately undergone a portentous
revolution ; and we shall, in all probability,
have to be pointing to the infancy of this
Institution as a sort of " golden age," in its
historical progress from a state of virtue to

one of crime. It seems, indeed, to be

growing weary of being obscurely useful,
and passively innocuous. Having acquired
strength, wealth, and celebrity, it has latterly
become impatient of its former inglorious in-

activity, and burns for the dangerous dis-
tinction of competing with the criminal pur-
suits of its contemporaries. The guileless
mechanism of its -youth, by which the

objects of its institution were tolerably well
attained, appear unsuited to indulge the

passions of its maturer years, and to the

ingenious obliquity of the age, which dis-
dains the humble task of doing good without
sophistication. It has cast an envious

glance on the intriguing spirit of surround-
ing establishments, and longs to participate
in the fashionable spoils of corporate tuition.
.The glare of guilty gain, and seduction of
sinister systems, are alluring it to destrtic-
tion with an irresistible impulse. It is

smitten with the splendid spoliations of the

surgical aristocracy here, who fatten on the

misery and property of our paupers, and
endeavour to elevate themselves to a de-

ceitful altitude, by depressing those be-

neath them. It cannot resist the tempta-
tion of enjoying the supreme pleasure 01

imitating the gorgeous vices and magnin-
cent misrule of that body, which has just
been diplomatically speculating on the de.
moralisation of a public character by con.
tract, whose integrity and talentshave trium

phantly resisted their attempts to effect his
ruin. It is this worst impersonation of the
corporate system which now seeks to ruin by
conciliation, him whom it could not crush by
coercion ; which, until this hour, left the

man, who wrote the articles in the Encyclo-
poedia when a boy, who composed the trea-
tise on Ruptures, the lectures on the

Zoology of Man, the lectures on the Ana-
tomy, Physiology, and Pathology of the

Eye, and many of the best detached essays
in medical literature, to the patronage
secured by his own deserts. It is this cor-

porate Maecenas which patronises genius
by leaving it to the meritorious task of

asserting its own ascendancy without assist-
ance, and when neglect fails, attempts its

degradation through the treacherous pledge
of affection, proffered, like the poisoned
shirt sent by the harlot Dejanira to Her-
cules, by hands practised and grown old in
deception. It is this rare patron of merit
and paragon of equity, which the provincial
mimic of Dublin is endeavouring to carica-
ture in the composition of a new code of
laws to be complied with by its pupils, and
an arrangement which has, for its object,
the separation of the future surgical pro-
fession of Ireland into plebeians and pa-
tricians. These are the novel and import-
ant objects, for the attainment of which

the Dublin College, under the tuition of its
new professor, Mr. Jacob, has, we under-
stand, been deliberating for some evenings.
While this diminutive personage was lec-

turer to a private school, he was one of the
most noisy opponents of the injurious in-
fluence of the ticket-system. The influ-

ence of that system then touched his per-
sonal interests ; and he thought it a serious

injustice that certificates from his school

should not be received as qualifications for

obtaining diplomas from all the &middot; consti-

tuted authorities." But no sooner was he

tranfeired from Park Street to Stephen’s
Green, than the error of his late opinion
became manifest, and he instantly dis-
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covered, on entering on office, that colleges
possessed the right, and ought to exercise
it, of compeliing pupils to attend their lec-
tures, be those lectures good or bad. To

be sure, he is still acting consistently ; it

was then his advantage that the certificates
of private schools should be received, as it
is his interest now that they should not;
and we believe his professions were as
hollow then, as they are now despicable.
But destitute of all principle, as the pro-
pounder of these measures must appear, we
suppose we must, for the hundredth time,
refute them argumentatively. The absur-

dities and evil effects of those measures, are

really innumerable and incalculable. Theo-

retically they assume the falsehoods, that

pupils can be instructed in their profession
by particular professors, at particular places,
and particular times of the year, only; that,
in short, the lectures of corporate teachers
alone are worth attending. Just observe

the contradiction implied in these mea-

sures, as evinced in the case of Mr. Jacob

himself: in Park Street, had he remained

there, and this system acted on by the Col-
lege, his lectures, which are now alone con-
sidered orthodox, would then be of no value
at all; so that, by this assumption of the

College, the professors of York Street are
all presumed perfect; those of Park Street,
or any other private school, all dunces ; the
air of the former, like the atmosphere of
Attica, clears the brain, and improves the

understanding ; that of the latter, like the
fogs of Bceotia, dulls the senses, and debili-
tates the intellect, while neither party is
considered capable of communicating in-

struction, as long as the thermometer stands
above forty. These are but specimens’of
the absurdities necessarily involved in the
measures proposed by Mr. Jacob for the

adoption of the College ; and we must be

equally brief, at present, in producing ex-

amples of their practical effects on the pro-
fession, and the education of pupils. In

the-first place, any regulation which com-

pels a student to attend a’ particular pro-
fessor, must tend to diminish the diligence
of that professor, because his fees are alto.

gether independent of exertion to secure

them. To him his income is precisely as
certain, whether he neglects or performs his
duties ; whereas, in a state of competition,
he must work, or he would neither have

pupils nor fees. Along with deteriorating
tuition, compulsory laws deprive the stu.
dent of the instructions of men who must

necessarily exert themselves,’ and inflict

on these meritorious individuals the great
injustice of depriving them of many pupils,
and of communicating instruction at a rate
lower than the several colleges. Lastly,
by diminishing, as these compulsory laws
have a tendency to do, the number’of pri.
vate teachers, it must necessarily diminish
the chances of scientific discoveries, and the

improvement of the healing art; for it is

notorious, that it is from among this body of
men, that most discoveries in science ema-

nate, and that the colleges are supplied
with their ablest professors. Extinguish,
in short, private schools, and you commit an

injury on medical science, which no ordi-
nance, comprehending this evil as one of its

provisions, can ever compensate. The whole
of this train of argument has been lately
followed up at so much length by our

correspondent " Erinensis," that we think
it unnecessary to pursue the subject further
than to point it out as one of great import-
ance to the private schools, and to hope that
the proprietors of them will not permit the
Irish College to adopt a system so hostile to
its own interests, and so degrading and in-
j urious to the profession, and to the public.

Elements of Descriptive and Practical Anatomy,
for the Use of Students. By JONES QUAIN,
A. B. M.B. Member of the Royal College
of Surgeons, and one of the Lecturers on
Anatomy in the Medical School, Alders.
gate Street. London. Simpkin and Mar-
shall. 1828. pp.700.


